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BDF Village Hall CHAIR’S LETTER MAY 2019 – MAY 2020 

Dear Committee members and trustees 

We end this financial year in rather unusual times as we find ourselves currently battling 
with a virus outbreak, Coronavirus (Covid-19) originating from Wuhun, China which has 
gradually spread across the world. The Government made the decision on 20th March to 
draw our country into lockdown. The decision was actually made to close the village hall on 
18th March and will remain closed until it is safe to reopen. 

The inevitability of the hall closing has resulted in the loss of key events, many parties and 
regular bookings. This of course will have a significant financial impact on this and next 
years running costs. However, we can take some comfort knowing that we are in a 
privileged position to have access to funds which we have generated from previous years 
events and bookings. We are very grateful to the previous custodians for raising these funds 
and providing this cushion especially for times like this. 

After 19 years on the committee Lynne Mather stepped away from Chair last May leaving 
the hall in a steady and solid financial position, as well as, a well-maintained hall. 

This year we welcomed a few new faces to the village hall committee who have made a 
fantastic contribution such as Claire Gardener taking on managing the lighting and fire 
checks. Plus, we welcomed Reg Brown who provided a great display late 2018 of the WWI 
effort and not to mention his appearance as master Bingo caller! Welcome and thank you. 

As custodian of the hall I am very mindful of the legacy we are leaving for future 
generations. Therefore, the upkeep of the hall is always at the front of my mind. 

This financial year we ran 12 events, almost an event every month, which is excellent 
considering we are a host of working volunteers – well done everyone!  Whilst we have 
provided various interesting community events, we cannot do anything if we don’t have a 
clean, safe environment to hold them in.  Key areas of hall maintenance this year: 

• Upgraded all the lighting making it more efficient with LED’s 
• Cleaned all the curtains that hide the chairs and tables (after being hung for 11 years) 
• Regular group of volunteers to spring clean inside the hall and gardens 
• Repair exterior walls by re-pointing the outer toll house 
• Maintain toilet areas and taps etc. 
• Replaced the black bins with one large industrial bin 

Inevitably there are costs when maintaining the hall due to general wear and tear and these 
need to be regularly reviewed. But by being financially independent means, we can maintain 
the hall and make decisions about further improvements, without the need to urgently raise 
funds. 

As a hall committee we are completely reliant on the goodwill and team effort from all the 
committee members, who tirelessly give up their free time and sometimes get their partners 
and families involved too. Without their help, passion and commitment we couldn’t do the 
things we do.   

Therefore, I would like to say a really big thank you to all the people on the 
committee and not forgetting people who work in the background, like Rob and Adrian, 
please continue to provide your support and know that its valued, appreciated and 
recognised. I am most grateful to you all, thank you so much for caring about our village 
hall. 

Regards  Jenny Blazeby  


